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Seels Atheriton was born oin the heard of
Melizsant, I:||:!11‘:|1 m‘ Concordia, to a wery
wealthy and politically connected family. She
Waz the eldest of Lord Atherdon's dao
daughtersz. The Htherton family was practically
an institudion in Concordia An Atherdon had
been one of the leaders of the ocolonizing
expedition 4o the planed, and thus had the
l::hl:lll::E' of the best lands in the planed. Ouer
the coming decades the Rtherions would only
increaze their power and influence. More than
once an Htherdon had been President or

l'h:nir'rn:m Hf the Council of Lords. In shord,

Seela Was poderful even before being born.
Lord and Lady Htherion new hoo o p-l.al__| "The
Game", a3 they called b The comples mix of

diplomacy, manners, social activities, and
charm that allowed them do be in the cender
of things and connected with the most
Fnu:-r'f'u"l and important people on the planed.
fidh ingestmends in the maln companiss and

- i Concordia, as well a3 ownership
in factories, manufacturing companies, and
:n]l"‘]_l I_I]_'l'l_ll""‘,i 'H"n- HH"n—-I""!'nn I:I:Il_l]_lj Ijl—" ln'h- H"n—-]_l"‘
fime 4o leisure and socializing, withoud any
worriss ahoud their financial Fulure.

Imto thiz exclusive world came Seels, and she
arrived gitted with swerything she could
poszsibly wank: A owery abfractive girl, with a
sharp mind, ll\‘hl-' and athletic, and endowed by
nature with dizarming charizma and social
skillz. Just the daughder Lord and Lady
Atherton wanded. O course, 14 didnd hurd that
her f.ar'ern‘.s could atford the wery besi
genetic improvemnsnts for their children.

Sesla, while s rnl::hll-" qons, active girl within
her family, Was perfectly -:::-rnfnr'm‘:;l:sl':- keeping
up her role, pl:il_lll‘n:l up the model child in
zocial gatherings and formal l:lll‘ll‘n-'r':.i charming
the adults with dizarming smiles and
appropriate comments, dis pl:il_lll‘n:l petrfect
manners, remembering ewery name. A oa
teenager and then a young woman, as her
beauty bloomed, her splazh on the Elinilal
soene could nnlu grokde Her abilidty do conwince
angone of almost angthing, thll—* always
keeping a smile, waz the best dizplay of
I‘u-'l:lm‘l:ﬁlnl‘l zkills her father had ever seen.
She of course attended the dop school in
Concordia, and made many more contacts that
Wag. The future looked bright for young Seela,
and Lord Atheriton began 4o think that his
young daughter could dake the Riheriton family
:I:n gad 3y ql"'l"-':'r!'l-r" hl—'ll:lh'!:_-,i Fn_lff]_b]_l_[ 'l'n
irnderstellar impordance,

Then came Haron.

:'E-E-la_ first met Haron when she wazs zewven,
and Haron Was ning. He was the zon of one of
H‘e stable hands in charge of the moditisd

|_L.
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horses the Rthertons owned in one of her
family's summer houzes next 4o the litile
willage of Albigny. She had gone there on
wvacation for a feu Heeks, and had ezcaped the
house do explore 3 river within the house
grounds when she slipped and fell indo the
Turbulent waters. Haron came oud of nodhers
and pulled her oud. Haron wazs the only perzon
Seela had known who did nod oseem indimidated
by who she was deven though he shouldd and
for some unknown reason she lowered her
gquard with him. They spent the next few hours
|31:|L|1|‘n:|.i then talking, and by the end of the
evening, when one of the housekespers finally
came looking for her, they wers 'El"l'-":'lljl_l fazt
Cmectredr friends. He darded bebudeen the drees
betore the housekeepsr zaW him, bud not
betore gifting her one of the orange-gresn
datfodilz thal grew around the woods, one of
the many mutated flowers brought from Earth.

E.E-r y zingle day in what was ledd of dhe
sacation, and on ewery wacation atterwards,
ela found ways 4o ezcape her protechors and
1

jE‘]E d time with Aaron. He showed her a world
that had been totally toreign 4o her. She

learned to dizguize her identity, changs her
clothes and way of walking and talking zo zhe
Hnl_lll:ll‘l+ be recognized az she wizited Hlbigny
and other nearby “1111_::5-5 with Haron,
pretending to be just another willage girl,
Haroms cousin on oa wisid from zome place or
H'H"n-l',. _hl—' 1|"|| h—-nh—-d Bt o B R e 'l'n 'l'nl"'l]l-'l' hl-l"'
len=zes st home, or io disabls H‘n—-ru,, and
flﬂff“llt‘d protected Chloe, her Assziztand, o
eep it from spilling out what she was doing.
With Raron she learnsd do dish, o feed pigs
by hand, to swipe warm loaves of bread when
noooone Was looking, to jump from dbeee
branches and do climb house walls. Most of
all, _hl-' learned how the world really worked,
amay from pardies and diplomatic and zocial
meetings, and l:ll:l:El'-.-'E'r'E'l:l zhe liked it 2 1ot

Az she grew, Seels discovered she was
different, Aaron had made her different. She
Elf ColEe did her best and kepd on plaging
"The Game,” she waz zo good at ih Bt the
thrill of mis l:n-'h:i' Ang, of l:n-'ll‘n:l someone else
l:n-' ides Seela H'!‘I'Il-'l'"'l‘lll'lq Waz doo strong a pull.

She kepd going “onowac En‘lnn o their summer
house cand 4o Aarond as frequently as she
could. And betore long she was also walking
the streets of Melizzand, under an assumed

name and idendity, and rnll‘n:llll‘n:l wiith whom his
'i':l'l‘hl-'l'" Would call “her inferiors” And having
a lot of fun doing it. She pardicularly e joged
-I"IF'-".:II- ing imdo o oub of places, somedimes by
lying about her age to 3 zecurity guard, oF
srest- and fazt-talking the muszcle "ab a2 nighd-
club, and somedines by just l--l:l].l' ing up the
H—*llll‘n:l and irdo a window, the Way Hatron
would, Her newly-ascquired skills in disguiszing
her digital idendity were irecaluable during
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Space knows what would hawe happensd if
5 BEC ap:u:h:-_- had been dizcouversed,
Fortunately, she

L talented l-r||||_||_'_||"| e T
be dizcouversd and, th krioeis, m:,;_ﬂ;.._. zhe
could have kepk ab this qame for a

k a long time.
But when zhe turned ninglesn things came 4o a
head,

‘—xx
¥
i

-l—"l'l

Ore day Chloe brought her urgent news from
Aaron's 1‘!E'EH:|,i Wherse she secrelly followed
Raron, as he followed her. Haron had been
::r‘r‘e-:h:-s:l in Albigny. T4 should not hawve been s
l:lll:l deal Coud of !l_lr'll:!:lh_l he had broken indo
_hnl_l__ 'l'n "'l'l"-':'g]_ tml..l]_ n'l' k] dl-]_]_l :r!'l--,i
lj_—'- Sl ukc ]_I ki dlj_—'-EEE- 'l' :||:m|_|+ 'l'n tu—- 20 le""!'l-d '!:I:I
Earth for some imporiant celebration: nothing
she couldn't have procured for him with
snap of her fingers, had he askedld, bud by the
time he was discoversed things took & durn for
the worse that ended with seweral wounded
quatds and 3 burning shop. Mow he was sure
:I:n |:|n Exix] 'H"']_:g]_ :Il"llj 'Fn ]:11]_

Seels immediately wend to help him and in
doing so0 broke the unspoken but zacred rule
in her family: Dom'd make a scene. She,
practically & Princess of Concordis C3F such a
thing e Aztedsy gob involued Eﬂ_lllll‘n:l faors,
using her name, charms, skil and monsy o
get zome unknown low-clazs boy rel leazed +r"nru
Jail. Hhile szhe god what she wanded, zhe wa
|"|n+ :||:|]_|- 'l'n Eljln'!'l"'l"l]_ 'H"n- I_IFII"‘I"I':]I"‘ Il 'H"n- l:I“""lFl‘
and =oon enough the Htherions becams news,
the kind of news they always worked hard 1‘!!
avoide Why had the daughter of Lord Atherion
done thaty Mho was the boy? Iz there somes
Juicy, embarrassing secred here?

Lord Hitherton did what he did best 4o condrol
the damage: He pulled in favors from press,
media, politicians and celebrities, and
cordrolled the situstion with nothing but oz
rumor o ko leaking oud. Then, frembling with
rage, he and hiz wife med their daughier
IZH-'Fllnd closed doors. The conversation was
viclent and dervible. Mow wery suspicious,
Lord Atherdon had ordered hizs aides 4o dll:l L
all MeMHorld records for Leela, and pieced
together the druth: The wisids o Haron, the
1":::-:in:|+inn with the summer house, the
“mizplacing” of h:—-r‘ lenzes, the password-
locking of her Assiztand and connechion
records, the ge IZI—FII.I:HlHrlll‘Il:I information, the
senredt wisits o the |_|ns:||-rl:n-11|_| of Melisss ant,
everything. Many of the words said that mqh
could never be unzaid, the damage 1r"r':=-|:-::r“'|:-1:-.
Things would newver be the same.

Aaron, knowing how sasy i wa

z for Seslas
father 4o call o E; a1

a tavor +r"nru TOmE [0

big-zhot and jail him on oany excuse or ST
make him dizappear, had wanis hed az soon as
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he was sed fres. Howsusr as Sesls Wi
her voom that night, she found an orangs-
green daffodil on her pillow, hiz last Thank
youp and good bys. BE O that momend Seels
hier decision.

Walked indo
made

She had many times heard her father and his
political cronies falk about The Circle in
unfriendly ferms. Although the llt-l::- 5 position
and respect among the |:m|:ﬂ_ll:|+1nl‘| Was shrond,
|:||"'|"||_||"||:||-d bl_[ 'H"n- F|1_+|_l|"'l_| n'l' 'l'h:r!‘ 1|"| 'l']_'!'l_l'!‘]_nn
and itz participation in the founding of
Concordia, the fact that they fook 2 neudral
position in the conflict with Bay Jing a few
decades ago sHill angered the powers that
ruled Concordia. Soonsr or later they thoughd
the Circle would becoms a3 thorn on their
side, maybe as the inswitable second contlict
With Bay Jing approached.

oothe wvery nest day Seela

took some simple
pozzessions and jumped on a

"h]_p 'l'n E:gl""l'h 'l'n

Join the Circle dCircle He a::l-:p_l.ar"m‘.er'-_: iz in

Concordia, but Seela knew for her
ok she first eded o go beyond her
family's immediate reach) She made zure 4o
leave several tarewell ledlers and wideo
recordings o her parents, frisnds, and
important political acquaintances., These
smoothly-written meszages cheerily explained
“the familys decision” do hawe her Join the
Circle as & wWay, reques E-:I by her and
approved by her father, 4o learn more aboud
human space o “broaden her horizons and thus
the fudure of her family” The alibi was so
skilltully written and acted that i made it
LY S E3EY for  her Fl:ﬂ""‘l"ﬂ'-" o continus the
h:ir"l:ll-'.I painting thiz az a3 logical family
dE'l:l ion. Her mother could roll up her syes
during tea with her friends, commenting on
o Erion feenagers, how these wild children
need 4o zee the world” while the other ladies
approed.

lan o
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Her father was furious, of course, not the
lea=zt with H‘n—* fact that she chosze o join the
Circle specifically 4o spite him. Bud she had
not broken the sacred rule, and had played
The Game 4o +the end. The tamily's name had
been protected, and now all he Thad lefd 4o do
iz =smile, nod, and share with his friends
aboud hows he ook the decizion, and all that.
But Seels knew that things had been broken,
and she could not return eazily.

When she god arrived st Barth the Circls,
alkWays in need of officers with negotiation
and diplomatic skillz, immediately accepled
her. Mow she aluays looks smug, dedermined
and focused. She's drained for 3 few months
and finds her new litesiyle liberating and
wery fitking of her recent rebel wayz. Her
charisma and talends have allowsd her do rise
1‘3:1‘. in the organization, and she iz aboud o
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be given her first real mizsions with her new
team.

And yst she knows her dravels will dake her
to Concordia; Circle HO iz there, atber all.
There will come a dime when this lowly Circle
officer Will have do face the fact dhat she iz
heiress do one of +.h:—- largest foriunss in
human space, and 40 a leading position in the
ruling elite of the most powerful world in
human  space,

Bezides, there's Aaron 4o think aboud. He must
surely be somewhers.

Appearance

sesla iz A attractive brunstte aboud do durn
2 She 1- a bit daller than normal, bud onod
1‘.!2!!2! tall. = IE‘ has a thin body, and doss not
look muscular, bud iz agile :md athledic. She
iz usually :rnllln-:LI in full "charmeon” mode. On
duty zhe's usually dressed in imm.a-::l_ll.am‘.e
Circle waco suit uriform, but zhe haz
wardrobe of wery expensive clothes h-r‘ BLIEEY
occazion, wWhich zhe wears az zoon as she
dizembarksz. She dogs not dressz doo formally
unleszs itz I‘IF'EE'EEar'Lh and uzually preters
clothes that do onod o sdep in the way of an
SMErEncy Fomp on +.hs:- rosfs. She newver wears
anything “inappropriste” o suggestive, suven i
it could give her an adwantage. Euven so,
because of her taste in clothing and fashion
she .alL-J.al_J-_-*. looks nothing less fhan
spectacular. Although Circle regulations

r':=--:|u1r's=- her 4o carry a gun, she usually dries
to kesp it hidden within her clothes unless if
iz indizpensable do carry it in 3 wisible
place.

Seela’s Hssistand: “Chlos”

Chlos, Seels’s HAssistand, looks and acks like &
“best friend” and condidant sbbraciive girl
from Conoordian hil:lh socisdy. Elegantly
dreszed, Chlos iz exibrouerisd, -urlnuﬂI McEL,
and prone 4o 1n::Es|:sr'n|:-r"1:|+:- comments. She
usugally aduizes beela on how she looks and
b zhe dresses. In the rare occasions when
“eela nesds i, 1‘|‘|Hl_ll:|h.i lhlElE' can hecoms
seriogs and :;11 buzines




